Labarthe – St. Aubin de Cadelech

Labarthe is a delightfully secluded holiday retreat set amongst fields of sunflowers and vineyards, between the medieval bastide towns of Eymet (7 kilometres) and Issigeac (14 kilometres) in the beautiful Southern Dordogne. There are daily low cost flights into Bergerac (about 20 kms to the north) from Birmingham, Bristol, East Midlands, Exeter, Manchester, Gatwick, Edinburgh, Leeds-Bradford, Liverpool, Southampton and London Stansted. Bordeaux is less than a 2 hour drive away. The channel ferry ports are approximately 8 hours by car.  Situated just a few minutes drive from the market town of Eymet, a centuries old town and close to many famous cultural and historic attractions of the area, you are assured of comfort and tranquillity and yet will still find lots of interesting sites to visit and things to do.
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Labarthe consists of four properties (main house, cottage, pigeonnier and art studio/workshop) which surround a large gravelled central yard at the end of a 250 metre private drive way off of the D25 road to Eymet. The owners, Bryan and Anita Neal, occupy the main house and they are available on site to provide help and assistance if required. The main house is not normally let out to visitors but does have two en suite guest rooms, which can be used in an emergency or as an adjunct to the two Gites if additional accommodation is required.  All three principal properties have their own private sun terraces with table and chairs for alfresco dining and of course all have access to the large enclosed swimming pool in the delightfully kept mature 2 acres of gardens. The fenced and gated solar heated pool measures 12.5 metres x 5.5 metres, with spa type air/water massage jets into the steps and it also has a solar shower and a covered pergola area for shade for those with sensitive skins. The pool is continually monitored and cleaned daily. Both the Cottage, which sleeps up to 8 people, and the Pigeonnier, sleeps 2, have been renovated to a very high standard and provide a relaxing and peaceful base for your Dordogne holiday. Both these properties are completely self-contained with fitted kitchens, fridge/freezers, cookers, microwaves etc., and are tastefully and thoughtfully furnished for your total comfort. Laundry facilities are also available.

There are supermarkets, shops, bakeries and restaurants only a short drive away in the towns of Eymet and Lauzun. The area itself is renowned for its fishing, canoeing, delightful countryside and historic buildings. It is an ideal location for walking and cycling in peaceful surrounds. There is a superb 27-hole golf course some 20 kms west at Chateau des Vigiers on the outskirts of Ste Foy la Grande and several other courses within easy driving distance including the delightful 18-hole course on the outskirts of Villeneuve du Lot to the south.

Labarthe is set in 2 acres of mature well maintained gardens, laid mainly to expansive lawn but featuring many and varied varieties of fruit trees, acers, a unique fox glove tree, hydrangeas, camellias and perennials. Oak trees, walnut groves and fruit orchards presenting a delightful secluded retreat from the pressure and stress of 21st century life surround it. However, for those guests that just have to stay in touch we can provide WiFi broadband Internet connectivity.  There is a petanque piste for you "pointeurs et tireurs" to play boules (indeed the whole gravel courtyard can be used as a massive open petanque terrain)  and of course there is the large solar heated swimming pool for bathing, a solar shower, sun loungers and a shaded area for relaxation and shade from summer sun.

The Cottage:

"La Ferme", the former farmhouse is a detached 2 bed roomed cottage that has been renovated and tastefully decorated throughout. It features stonewalls with solid oak beams, and retains all its old charm and character. Clients staying in "La Ferme" enjoy their own wisteria shaded patio, terrace and garden area with patio furniture and own barbeque. Linen and towels are provided. The accommodation comprises: A large farmhouse style open salon and kitchen (35 square metres) with modern storage units; gas cooker, family size fridge/freezer, microwave, toaster, dishwasher and coffee maker. There is a log burning stove set into the original fireplace and an electric convector heater. The lounge contains three sofas. Domestic hot water is supplied from a large capacity electric storage cylinder. A television set with Freesat, Video and DVD player is available for evening indoors entertainment.

       [image: image4.jpg]


           [image: image5.jpg]


            [image: image6.jpg]



There is a dining area with table and chairs as well as patio furniture for alfresco dining. A doorway leads from this open plan area to the downstairs double bedroom with its adjacent "snug" small sitting room. The shower room with toilet and wash hand basin is virtually en suite for the downstairs bedroom. There is also a french door out of the "snug" leading onto the terrace area at the side of the cottage. Up the stairs (fairly steep) there is a large open plan mezzanine style (open plan) bedroom area, which is divided into 2 distinct sleeping areas by the bathroom which is fitted with a large shower, wash basin, bidet and W.C. Passing under a low beam to the right is a double bed and similarly to the left side there is a sleeping area equipped with 3 single beds. All bedrooms are equipped with wardrobes and chests of drawers, bedside lamps and hair dryer. A cot and stair gates are also available in the cottage.

The Pigeonnier:

The Pigeonnier stands to the front left of the property (upon entry) and comprises a self contained 2 storey, stoned tower with one double bed room for two persons. Linen and towels are provided. At the front of the property is a large lawned area, set with fruit trees. Clients staying in the Pigeonnier enjoy the privacy of their own pergola-shaded terrace with patio furniture, BBQ and use of the garden.

On the ground floor is a lounge, dining area and kitchen (fitted with gas cooker, refrigerators, microwave). There is a log-burning stove, radio, TV set with Freesat, Video and DVD for evening entertainment. The double bedroom above is accessed via the staircase to the pigeon tower. The heated shower room, toilet and WC are located on the ground floor.
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Pit Stops:

Two private guest rooms in the "Garden Suite" featuring spacious double ground floor bedrooms with ensuite shower and WC and their own private garden terraces and independent entrances are available as extra accommodation for guests renting the Cottage or the Pigeonnier who require an extra room or two or for situations where travel arrangements do not fit in with our Saturday changeover policy and the odd night or two’s accommodation is needed. If this is a requirement, please contact us for special "add-on" accommodation rates.

Rates 

Labarthe is ideally suited to a family seeking a peaceful relaxing holiday in rural France. The Cottage ("La Ferme") will accommodate up to 8 persons (family with children). The Pigeonnier will accommodate 2 persons. The minimum let is for a period of ONE WEEK. A baby cot can be supplied if required. Well behaved dogs (and owners) are welcome. Rates below are for 2011 onwards. Out of season bookings in November, December, January, February and March can be accommodated by special arrangement, as can longer term lets for the entire winter period or for home seekers looking for their own Dordogne / Lot & Garonne property. Long term lets are negotiable depending on duration.

The current (2012) prices are shown on our web site on the Rates, Terms and Conditions page. There is a link to a downloadable price list (MS word document)  on that page. Please call us if you are looking to book for more than 14 nights.

More details, our terms and conditions and information about the local area can be found on our web site at www.labarthegites.com, whereon you will find a more detailed downloadable brochure and a booking form. Additionally you can contact us by e-mail using anitagneal@hotmail.com or bkneal@btinternet.com directly via phone on either 0033 553 57 15 08 or 0044 774 777 5850, via skype using our ID’s of bkneal or anitagneal or write to Bryan Neal, Labarthe, St. Aubin de Cadelech, 24500 Dordogne, France. 

Our property is also marketed by Welcome Cottages in association with Vacation Rental SARL who have inspected and approved the facilities for quality and safety. See Web site www.welcome-cottages.com , property references w13523  and W13524. Telephone: 0044 8701 970 992

